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THE ART OF PROGRAMME MAKING 


Mrs. Tuomas H. Brown, Ex-President Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs 


When one comes to study carefully the 
elements that enter into and maintain the 
life of a club, two stand out preeminently : 
First, the outside work, as for example 
the laboring for town improvement, school 
or philanthropic work or any undertaking 
aided by club women; and Second, the 
yearly programme offered the members. 

From the day of small beginnings to 
the present time the development of the 
club has been most remarkable. Its broad- 
ening influence has gone on year after 
year, and the results of this movement 
have been more far-reaching than at first 
glance would seem possible. It has ex- 
tended to the city, village and hamlet, in- 
spiring women to lend a hand toward the 
accomplishment of whatever the club has 
undertaken to do. This element of some- 
thing to do is one factor in maintaining 
a club in an active and healthy condition. 
Look for a moment at the surprising re- 
sults of the work accomplished by the 
clubs of this state. They have been a 
power in advancing educational interests, 
in promoting civic and philanthropic re- 
forms and inspired by the spirit of true 
womanhood the club women of Wisconsin 
will never rest so long as there is work 
to do. 

The other important element that we 


shall briefly consider is the programme 
as it is offered annually to be praised or 
criticised. This art of programme making 
is indeed a fine one—an art one might al- 
most say second to none, for upon it de- 
pends in no small degree the life or death 
of the club. 

The aim of a programme is twofold, to 
interest and at the same time to be help- 
ful. It takes no small amount of “grey 
matter” to successfully combine these ele- 
ments in a programme, for in this day 
when everything is carried on upon the 
high pressure principle, when the doings 
of the whole world are given in the daily 
papers, it is natural to be interested in 
these subjects, and being interested, it is 
natural to feel that they could well be 
included in the year’s work of the club. 
Just here a mistake is often made in the 
arranging of a programme, for in the de- 
sire to have a comprehensive and varied 
one, too many subjects are superficially 
considered, while none is thoroughly 
studied. Take for example the following 
programme for one afternoon: 

Roll call, with quotations from Shakespeare. 

A discussion of Esperanto and its future use 


by civilized nations. 
James Whitcomb Riley, 


the Hoosier poet, 
witu selections from his writings. 
The influence of electricity upon daily life. 
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The White Plague, or tuberculosis and reme- 
dial agencies. 


Now we well know that these subjects 
could receive hardly a superficial consid- 
eration in one afternoon, whereas one of 
them would constitute a subject for sev- 
eral afternoons. Many clubs consider a 
topic for one meeting, thereby gaining 
some general information of the question 
under discussion but falling short of the 
intimate knowledge gained by close study 
and careful consideration. 

The third and most useful programme 
is the one that provides for study by the 
club members, and it is to this class that 
I believe the majurity of the clubs of this 
Federation belong. All are organized no 
doubt for the intellectual improvement of 
women, and the woman who studies Spain, 
Shakespeare, United States history or any 
other subject for several consecutive years 
is quite sure to receive some intellectual 
development. The latter-day tendency to 
specialization is recognized as one of the 
most helpful agencies in the uplift of so- 
ciety. 

In the Education department of the 
State of New York there is a division of 
Educational Extension whose aim is to 
encourage study clubs. In a leaflet that 
has been issued the following helpful sug- 
gestions are given: 

“In order to encourage study in New 
York literary organizations, the Educa- 
tion department registers those which 
agree to carry out an approved course of 
study and assists them in preparing pro- 
grammes, and by lending traveling li- 
braries, pictures and lantern slides. When 
one club adopts more than one course, each 
course must be registered in order to be 
eligible to loans as defined in the rules. 
Clubs whose courses do not meet the re- 
quirements for registry are not entitled 
to special privileges, but may borrow 
traveling libraries in accordance with the 
rules. 

“The requirements for registry are as 
follows: 

1st. Five or more members. 

2nd. An annual report on official blanks 

to be transmitted before July 1st each 
year. 
” ard. A course of study approved by the 
Division of Educational Extension con- 
sisting of not less than ten meetings cov- 
ering a period of not less than ten weeks. 
The primary requisite for such anproval is 
that the subject be sufficiently limited in 
scope to permit of its intelligent study 
within the time allotted. 

“Tt is a common error, particularly 
among amateurs in club work, to crowd 
a programme full of topics under the mis- 
taken impression that the work is in that 
way made more interesting. Experience 
makes it clear that such courses result in 
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weariness or inattention and at the end 
the members have received so many fleet- 
ing impressions that nothing except pos- 
sibly the topics of their own papers stands 
out clearly and there is little incentive to 
follow up any suggestion received. Such 
a course may be literary, but it is not 
study, and therefore is not registered. 

“In order to be eligible for registration 
a course must be limited to a single sub- 
ject, in history to one country o1 topic; 
in art to one school; in literature to one 
language or subject, etc. It is desirable, 
though not absolutely required for registry 
to narrow the work for the year to much 
closer limits. Countries of great historical 
importance should be studied during two 
or three years consecutively; or if taken 
in a_ single year, the outline of study 
should exclude all interests not closely 
associated with the development of the 
main topic: e. g., one year courses on Eng- 
land generally include a little literature 
and exclude art; one year courses on 
Florence generally include art and ex- 
clude literature. Certain’ countries, also, 
have been the scene of more than one 
civilization, the later having only a slender 
connection with the earlier. This is par- 
ticularly true of Italy, where Ancient 
Rome, Medieval and Modern Italy were 
produced by three different sets of in- 
fluences, not naturally following each other 
and each providing a wealth of material 
for a single vear’s work. Even Medieval 
Italy, especially when carried through the 
Renaissance, includes too many absorbing 
and varied interests to form a satisfactory 
topic for a single year’s work, the develop- 
ment of Florence alone requiring at least 
a year’s study.” 

The value of such guidance and help 
can never be estimated, coming as it does 
from the best talent the state can com- 
mand. 

In our state the Traveling Library de- 
partment of the Wisconsin State Commis- 
sion seeks to aid clubs desiring to follow 
any specific lines of study. Thus far no re- 
strictions have been placed upon the issu- 
ance of materials to study clubs save as the 
clubs have made it impossible for the Com- 
mission to give aid because of the wide 
diversity of subjects chosen for study by 
club women. The Commission is expend- 
ing state money for reference libraries and 
this expenditure can be justified only on 
the ground of lending aid for the higher 
development of womankind, thereby raising 
the educational standard. 

Does not the art of successful pro- 
gramme making have as essentials the ele- 
ments that inspire research, that cultivate 
concentration, and that develop the intel- 
lect ? 

Fond du Lac, October 24, 1907. 
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The Commission has a Study Library 
Division, in connection with its Traveling 
Library Department, which aims to supply 
study clubs with reference collections, in- 
dividual volumes, and_ study outlines 
These are loaned to clubs where no pub- 
lic library exists, or to towns possessing 
inadequate library facilities, for the mere 
payment of freight or express charges. 
The Wisconsin Federation of Women’s 
Clubs has turned over its collection to 
the Commission and has generously agreed 
to the loan of this material to all clubs, 
whether federated or not federated. The 
Commission has made purchases of addi- 
tional study libraries and has also secured 
the loan of valuable collections from the 
Wisconsin State Historical Library. The 
University Library and Madison City Li- 
brary also generously loan separate vol- 
umes to the Commission for the use of 
clubs. The Commission now loans the fol- 
lowing study libraries with outlines, those 
starred being still available for the current 
year: American Literature (6); Art— 
American; Art—Italian Renaissance; Art 
Poems—Browning, Longfellow, and Ten- 
nyson; Austria; Canada; George Eliot; 
England and Wales (2); English Histor: 
(2). English Literature—Hanoverian per- 
ioa*; English Literature—Normans to 
Stuarts*; English Literature—The Novel; 
English Literature—Representative Au- 
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thors of the Nineteenth Century; English 
Literature—Victorian period; France (4); 
Germany; Household Economics; Ideal 
School; Ireland (2); Italy—Mediaeval; 
Italy—Modern; Japan; Marble Faun; 
Modern Drama; Municipal Affairs; Music; 
Nature Study; Norway; Norway and 
Sweden; Norway, Sweden and Denmark; 
Russia; Scotland (2); Shakespeare (4); 
Spain; Thackeray; United States—Descrip- 
tion and travel; United States—Discovery 
and Exploration Period; United States— 
Colonial Period; United States—Revolu- 
tion*; United States—Formative Period*; 
United States—Expansion Period*; United 
States—Civil War*; United States—Civil 
War to Date; United States—Middle 
West; Village and Town Improvement; 
Wisconsin History* (9). 

Clubs will confer a favor by sending to 
the Commission copies of year books. 
The Commission urgently requests study 
clubs to send the topic of study decided 
upon as soon as determined, that time may 
be given to secure the necessary reference 
books. Those in charge of the work find 
themselves hampered ofttimes, in their de- 
sire to help, through the multitudinous 
subjects selected for study and can do lit- 
tle or nothing with a miscellaneous pro- 
gramme. No effort will be spared to aid 
the clubs that are pursuing simple and 
well-defined courses of study. 





PICTURE BULLETINS FROM ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW 


If picture bulletins are to be made some- 
what as Miss Durlin suggests in the July- 
August BuLLeTIN, then her suggestions are 
excellent and helpful. But I do wish the 
custom of making them would die out. I 
can not believe that they pay for the labor. 
They educate the maker,—a little; but 
often they confirm her in bad taste. The 
effects they produce on others could more 
quickly be produced by simpler means ;— 
and this is granting that the results are 
worth producing. 

The world today is full of good pictures, 
to be had for a song. Some of these can 
be hung up, mounted in some simple way, 
if room permits and the occasion is fit. 
But painfully to cut them out and mount 
them in “artistic” groups; to letter them 
more painfully still, and then to illuminate 
them in agony is, relatively to other things 
which are waiting to be done, a waste of 
time. 

I note, for example, that following the 
directions for making a Hallowe’en Bulle- 
tin with yellow cardboard, black witches 
and other monuments of labor and ex 
pense, comes the very true remark that 
“the demand for such material (about 
Hallowe’en) is always greater than the 
supply.” Why, then, spend time on a medi- 


ocre picture scheme that you may still fur- 
ther increase a demand which you cannot 
satisfy? Why not put up one Hallowe’en 
picture, if you have one which fits the room, 
and spend your time in finding and pre- 
paring reading matter on the subject which 
you can lend? Or, better still, why not 
at these strenuous holiday times, put up a 
picture, or set out conspicuously a few 
books, or work some other dodge to direct 
attention away from the subject on which 
your library is sucked dry and toward 
some subject on which you are well sup- 
plied? There is nothing very valuable in 
information about holidays. Enough of 
it is enough. 

And, once more, the child whose way- 
ward fancy is turned to the reading of a 
book about Nelson by a glance at a few 
pictures about him,—well, he has a way- 
ward fancy. And how about bad habits 
here? If the library teaches children to 
run from pictures to books about them, is 
the library teaching them to run to penny- 
dredfuls when they see their attractive 
pictured covers on the news-stands? 

These are doubtful matters, these edu- 
cational notions. 

J. C. DANA. 

Newark, N. J., Oct. 7, 1907. 
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NOVEMBER 


— 
3 
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All Saints Day. 
Marie Antoinette, Queen of France. 


1755-93 

William Cullen Bryant. 1794-1878 

Guido Reni. 1575-1642 

Edmund Kean. 1787-1833 

Andrew D. White. 1832- 

Edward VII, King of England. 1841- 
1818-83 


Ivan Turgerieff. 
Martin Luther. 1483-1 _ 
1759-1805 
Henry van Dyke. 1852- 
11 Thomas Bailey Aldrich. 
1 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 1815-1902 
13 Edwin Booth. 1833-93 
1850-94 
Sir William Herschel. 
Richard Henry Dana. 


CeOaIaAn BO We 


ms 
i] 


Oliver Goldsmith. 1728-74 

Friedrich von Schiller. 
1836-1907 

Henry Mills Alden. 

12 Joseph Hopkinson. 1770-1842 
Robert Louis Stevenson. 

15 William Pitt. 1708-78 

1738-1822 

1787-1879 


18 Asa Gray. 1810-88 
19 Thorwaldsen. 1770-1844 
James Abram Garfield. 


1694-1778 
1643-87 


1831-81 


21 Voltaire. 
22 La Salle. 
George Eliot. 1819-80 

Justin McCarthy. 1830- 
23 Abigail Adams. 1744-1818 
24 Frances Hodgson Burnett. 
25 Andrew Carnegie. 1837- 


1849- 


28 Thanksgiving Day. 

29 Sir Philip Sidney. 1554-86 
A. Bronson Alcott. 1799-1888 
Wendell Phillips. 1811-84 
Louisa May Alcott. 1832-88 

30 John Bunyan (baptized). 1628-88 
Jonathan Swift. 1667-1745 
Cyrus W. Field. 1819-92 
Anton Rubinstein. 1829-94 


Samuel Langhorne Clemens. 1835- 








DECEMBER 


- 
3 
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Alexandra, Queen of England. 1844- 

Jane Andrews. 1833-8 

Sir Frederick Leighton. 1830-96 

Thomas Carlyle. 1795-1881 

Christina Rossetti. 1830-94 

George Armstrong Custer. 1839-76 

Mary, Queen of Scots. 1542-87 

Eli Whitney. 1765-1825 

Bjérnstjerne Bjérnson. 1832- 

- Joel Chandler Harris. 1848- 

9 Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden. 
1594-1632 

John Milton. 1608-74 

10 William Lioyd Garrison. 1805-79 

. Edward Eggleston. 1837-1902 

1 


12 John Jay. 1745-1829 
John Richard Green. 1837-83 
18 Heinrich Heine. 1797-1856 
Phillips Brooks. 1835-93 
14 Puvis de Chavannes. 
15 Edwin H. Blashfield. 1 
16 Ludwig von Beethoven. 
Jane Austen. 1775-1817 
Boston Tea Party. 1773 
17 Sir Humphry Davy. 1778-1829 
John Greenleaf Whittier. 1807-92 
18 Karl Maria von Weber. 1786-1826 
Edward Alexander MacDowell. 1861- 


Ces Awww 


1770-1827 


21 Forefathers’ Day. 1620- 

22 Franz Abt. 1819-8 

23 Charles Augustus Sainte-Beuve. 
24 Matthew Arnold. 1822-88 

25 Christmas Day. 

26 Thomas Gray. 1716-71 

27 Louis Pasteur. 1822-95 
28 Charles Wesley. 1708-88 
29 William Ewart Gladstone. 
30 Rudyard Kipling. 1865- 
$1 Jacques Cartier. 14941552 


1804-69 


1809-98 








SUGGESTIONS FOR ANNIVERSARY AND HOLIDAY BULLETINS 
NOVEMBER—DECEMBER 


CALENDAR NOTES 


November 3. William Cullen Bryant 
Brown’s pictures 362, 1734-1735. 
Cosmos pictures 1900-1901. 

Perry pictures 5-7. 

Lawrence, Arthur. Bryant and the Berk- 
shire hills. Century, v. 50, p. 368-75 
(July 1895). Mlustrated. 

Nahmer, H. S. New England home of Bry- 
ant. New England Magazine, v. 6, p. 65- 
80 (March 1892). if obtainable, this 
number will furnish material enough for a 


bulletin. 
Thayer, W. R. Centennial of Bryant. Re- 

a ' of Reviews, v. 10, p. 401-6 (Oct. 
Reading lists. Bardeen. Authors’ birthdays. 

First series. 
Hodgkins. Guide to the study of 
19th century authors. 

Manchester (N. H.) Public Library 

Bulletin, Sept. 1902. 








The Index to St. Nicholas will provide sev- 
eral references to Bryant that can be used in 
the children’s room. 


November 10. Martin Luther 
Brown’s pictures 1265, 883. 


Carlyle, Thomas. The hero as _ priest: 
Luther, in Hero‘and Hero-worship. 
Hulley, Lincoln. Land of Luther. Chau- 


tauquan, v. 34, p. 608-23 (March 1902). 
The pictures and portrait in this number 
would make a good bulletin. 

Sutherland, Alan. “A mighty fortress is our 
God”, and its author. Delineator, v. 66, 
p. 249-4 (Aug. 1905). 

Reading list. Somerville poe) Public Li- 
brary Bulletin, Oct. 1902 


Bring out books of history on the Reforma- 
tion to accompany the bulletin; interesting 
sidelights will be found in books ‘of travel on 
Germany, under Ejisenach (The Wartburg), 
Wittenburg, and Frankfort. 
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November 10. Friedrich von Schiller 

Brown’s picture 1254. 

Perry picture 83. 

Crawford, M. C. The Schiller centenary. 
Critic, v. 46, p. 424-37 (May 1905). Fully 
illustrated. May 9, 1905, marked the cen- 
tenary of Schiller’s death and various 
magazines for Mav 1905, will furnish ma- 
terial for bulletins. 

Deering, y. Weimar, the Athens of 
Germany. Chautauquan, v. 41, p. 26-40 
(March 1905). The illustrations number 
several of interest concerning Schiller. 

Worden, J. P. Personality of Schiller. Out- 
look, v. 80, p. 11-13; 37-45 (May 6, 1905). 
Illustrated, 

Books of travel on Germany will give inter- 
esting mention of the places associated with 
Schiller, and together with the various biog- 
raphies and essays that the library may have, 
should be on the reading list accompanying the 
bulletin. 

Reading lists. Haverhill se) Publie Li- 

brary Bufletin, Nov. 19 
Rockford (Ill.) Patzie Library Bulle- 
tin, May 1905. 
Wilkes-Barré (Pa.) Osterhout Free 
Library Bulletin, May 1905. 








November 12. Joseph Hopkinson 

Author of the poem “Hail Columbia’. A 
bulletin on National Songs and their writers 
would be appropriate for this date. 

Perry pictures 63-7. 


Robert Louis Stevenson 
Book-buyer, v. 21, p. 88 (Sept. 


The 


November 13. 
Portraits. 


1900). 
Century, v. 32, p. 189 (June 1897). 
St. Gaudens medallion. 
Critic, v. 39, p. 199 (Sept. 1901). 
Hammerton, J. A. A Stevenson pilgrimage: 
along the route of An Inland Voyage. 
Critic, v. 46, p. 524-35 (June 1905). Il- 
lustrated. If these ~ictures can be ob- 
tained for a bulletin, it will be an effective 
way in which to direct attention to An 
Inland AAs beng and induce its reading. 
Sharp, William. In Stevenson’s ‘country. 
Harper, v. 105, p. 497-504 (Sept. 1902). 


Strong, I. O. Stevenson in his home life. 
Scribner, v. 19, p. 531-47, 737-47 (Nov.- 
Dec. 1896). Illustrated. 


Reading lists: Providence (R. I.) Public Li- 
__brary Bulletin, Feb. 1895. 
San Francisco (Cal.) Public Library 
~ Bulletin, Feb. 


November 14. Robert Fulton 

Brown’s picture | 1245. 

Perry picture 12 

The Journal of —_— historv, v. 1, no. 3, 
1907 is a Fulton memorial number with an ar- 
ticle on the Centennial of Steam Navigation 
fully illustrated, and accompanied by portraits 
of Fulton. The Journal is published quarterly 
by the Associated publishers of American Rec- 
ords, New Haven, Conn., and costs 50 cents a 
number. 

The opportunity for a bulletin on a subject 
connected with inventions should be welcomed, 
as it will call attention to books in the library 
on applied science and industries. 


November 22. George Fliot 
Brown’s picture 126U. 
Perry picture 101. 
ates, K. L. Warwickshire. Chautan- 
quan, v. 45, p. 276-87 (Feb. 1907). There 
are several good pictures of the George 
Eliot country. 


Howells, W. D. Heroines of fiction. Har- 
per’s Bazar, v. 34, p. 527-45, 675-81, 808- 
13 (March 2, 16, 30, 1901). These chap- 


ters, devoted to the heroines of George 
Pliot’s novels, are illustrated by drawings 
from modern artists, giving their inter- 
pretation of her characters. If extra 
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copies of the magazines can be had for 
clipping, a striking bulletin can be made 
calling attention anew to these standard 
novels. Publisher’s catalogues often give 
reproductions of illustrations in books 
that are effective for poster use. Heroines 
ef Fiction has also been published in book 
form, 2 volumes, by Harper Brothers. 
The reading list to accompany a bulletin of 
this nature should give references to articles 
on the art of fiction, and the estimate of the 
novelist in question. The following titles are 
suggestive for such a list: 
Brownell, W. C. ‘Gee Eliot, in his Vic- 
The novel, “ar it is. 


torian Prose Masters p. 99-145 

Crawford, F. M. 

Dawson, w. J. ho agg l Eliot, in his Makers 
of English Fiction, p. 145-63. 

Lanier, Sidney. English novel. 

Mabie, H. W. Culture element in fiction, 
in his Books and Culture, p. 229-38. 

Perry, Bliss. Study of prose fiction. 

Whitcomb, S. L. The study of a novel. 

Reading ists. Hodgkins. Guide to the 
— of Nineteenth Century Authors. 

Wilmington (Del.) Wyman Institute 

Free Library Bulletin, Dec. 





November 25. Andrew Carnegi 
Portraits. Critic. v. 46, p. 498, ioe 1905). 
Munsey, v. 29, p. 684 (Aug. 1903). 
Outlook, v. 84, p. 167 (Sept. 30, 1996). 
Review of Reviews, v. 31, p. 48 (Jan. 


1905). 
Wordl’s Work, v. 9, p. 5996 (April, 1995). 
Lanier, H. W. The many sided Andrew Car- 
negie. World’s Work, v. 1, p. 618- 
(April - illustrated. 


Mabie, Andrew Carnecie. Century 
64, p. 956-3 (Oct. 1902). 
Moritzen. Ju'ius. How Carnegie became 


a multimillionaire. Review of Reviews, 
v. 21, p. 436-40 (April 1900). IIllus- 


trated. 

If the library contains none of Carnegie’s 
books, consult Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature for articles in the magazines written 
by him for posting with the bulletin. 


November 28. Thanksgiving Day 

Brown’s pictures. See catalogue under Ply- 

mouth and Pilgrim pictures. 

Perry pictures, 1331-45. 

Other illustrative material for the Thanks- 
giving bulletin, covering both the historical 
aspect of the day and the various modern 
phases of its celebration can be gathered from 
many sources, November magazine covers, 
posters, illustrations, etc. 

A collection of clippings and poems concern- 
ing Thanksgiving should also be made and all 
the resources of the library listed in a special 
reference catalogue as described under Hallow- 
e’en and Christmas. 

Some of the publications arranged especially 
for Thanksgiving, and useful in every library 
are listed herewith: 

How to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christ_ 


mas. Kellogg (sold to A. S. Barnes.) 25c. 
Nelson, L. A. Our Pilgrim forefathers. 
Thanksgiving studies. Flanagan. 


Schauffler, R. H. ed. Thanksgiving; its 
origin, celebration, and significance as re- 


lated in prose and verse. 1907. Moffat. 
1.00 net. 

Schell, S. Thanksgiving celebration. Wer- 
ner. 35c. 

Scofield, W. C. Thanksgiving. Revell. 20¢, 


Sindelar, J. C. Thanksgiving entertainments. 
Flanagan. 25c. 
Special Thanksgiving reference lists have 
been published as follows: 
Chicago Public Library. Special Bulletin, 
No. 2 (Nov. 1903). Thanksgiving p. 3-9. 
7 (Col.) Public Library Bulletin, Nov. 


Kansas B24 (Mo.) Public Library Quarterly, 
Oct. 1906. 
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Los Angeles (Cal.) Public Library Monthly 
Bulletin, Nov. 1901. 

McCurdy’s Bibliography of Articles relat- 
ing to Holidays. p. 44-6, give good refer- 
ences for Thanksgiving. 

St. Louis {Mo.) Public Library Magazine, 


Nov. 1897. 
Salem (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin, 
Nov. 1897. 
Seattle (Wash.) Public Library Bulletin, 
Nov. 1906. 
Springfield 


Nov. 1904 
Wilkes-Barré (Pa.) Osterhout Free Library 
Bulletin, Nov. 1902. 


(Mass.) City Library Bulletin, 


November 29 Louisa May Alcott 

Brown's pictures 21, 128, 2131. 

Perry pictures 57, 58. 

Cooke, G. W. Concord history and life. 
New England Magazine, v. 18, p. 425-45 
(July 1898). This article is accompanied 
by a small portrait of Miss Alcott and in- 
teresting pictures of Concord. 

“Little Men” play and “Little Women” play, 
adapted by E. L. Gould, with pictures by 
Reginald B. Birch. Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal, v. 18, Dec. 1900 and Jan. 1901. 
Some of these illustrations could be used 
for a bulletin in the children’s room, 
though many of them are too small for 
this purpose, being designed for sugges- 
tions in costum.ng. 

Miss Alecott’s letters to her “Laurie”. 
Ladies’ Home Journal, v. 18, Sept. and 
Oct. 1901. Illustrated. 

Moulton, L. C. Louisa May Alcott. St. 
Nicholas, v. 15, p. 624-6 (June 1888). 

Porter, M. S. Recollections of Louisa M. 
Alcott. New England Magazine, v. 6, p. 
8-19 (March 1892). Illustrated. 

Pratt, A. A. A letter from Miss Alcott’s 
sister about Litt'e Women. St. Nicholas, 
v. 30, p. 631 (May 1903). 


November 30. John Bunyan 

As the day of John Bunyan’s birth is not 
known, the baptismal date of November 30 
has been adopted for this anniversary cal- 


endar. 
Portrait. Bookman, v. 25, p. 462 (July 
1907). 
Statue at Bedford. Outlook, v. 69, p. 879 
(Dec. 7, 1901). 
Bradford, A. H. Pilgrim’s progress. Out- 


look, v. 60, p. 622-6 (Nov. 5, 1898). 
The illustrations are quaint. 

Davies, J. W. Land of the Pilgrim's prog- 
ress. Bookman, v. 16, p. 157-63 (Oct. 
1902). The map is the main feature of 
this article, though the sketches of Bun- 
yan’s birthplace and home are good. 


Cyrus W. Field 
— Bookman, v. 15, p. 160 (April 
02). 


Munsey, v. 30, p. 79 (Oct. 1903). 
England and America in 1863. <A chapter 
in the life of Cyrus W. Field. Harper, 
v. 92, p. 846-53 (May 1896). 
First Atlantic station in America. Scien- 
tific American, v. 89, p. 45-6 (July 18, 


November 30. 


1903). Illustrated. 
Murray, Donald. How cables unite the 
world. World's Work, v. 4, p. 2298-2309 


(July 1902). Accompanying this article 
is a map showing the location of the 
cable lines of the world and some good 
photographs, one of which represents the 
cable steamer “Anglia” laying the shore 
end of the New Cape-of-Good-Hope cable at 
St. Vincent. The reading list can con- 
tain references to articles on cables, as 
well as to Field himself. 


November 30. Samuel 
(Mark Twain) 


Langhorne Clemens 


[October, 1907 


wont. Century, v. 63, p. 51 (Nov. 
Harper's Weekly, v. 48, p. 1347 (Sept. 3, 
1904). 


Outlook, v. 78, p. 843 (Dec. 3, 1904). 
Review of Reviews, v. 36, p. 167 (Aug- 
ust 1907). 

Brooks, Sidney. Mark Twain in England. 
Harper’s Weekly, v. 51, p. 1053-4 and p. 
1086-9 (July 20 and 27, 1.07). The illus- 
trations, which are excellent for bulletins, 
picture Mark Twain at Oxford when the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters was 
conferred spon him. 


Johnson, Clifton. Mark Twain’s country. 
Outing, v. 45, p. 433-40 (Jan. 1905). 
Illustrated. 

Twain's seventieth birthday; souvenir of 


its celebration. 

Harper's Weekly, v. 49, p. 
(Dee. 23 1905). 

This number, with its special supplement, 
will be useful for bulletin work in many 
ways. 


1883-1914 


December 4. Thomas Carlyle 
Portraits. Brown's picture 1261. 


Perry picture 92. 
326 and 801 (Oct. 6 


Outlook, v. 66, p. 
and Dec. 1, 1900). 
Scribner, v. 35, p. 292 (March 1904). 


MacNeil, Jane. Homes of Carlyle. Mun- 
sey, v. 25, p. 633-9 (Aug. 1901).  Illus- 
trated. 

Reading lists. Haverhill (Mass. ) Publie 


Library Bulletin, Nov. 1905. 
Hodgkins. Guide to the stud~ of 19th 
century authors. 





Ludwig von Beethoven 
1158, 1165, 1171, 1940- 


December 16. 
Brown’s pictures 
Cosmos pictures 993, 2036. 

Perry pictures 157, 171, 3229-3230. 

Krehbiel, H. E. Museum at Bonn. Century, 
v. § n. 3-4 (May 1898). This article 
is accompanied by good material for 2 
bulletin. 

Mason. D. G. Beethoven. Outlook, v. 79, 
p. 57-62 and 131-6 (Jan. 7 and 14, 1905). 

Surette, T. W. Beethoven and his music. 
Chautauquan, vy. 40. p. 438-44. 540-5 
(Jan-Feb. 1905). Illustrated. A_ short 
bibliography is published at the end of the 
article. 


December 17. John Greenleaf Whittier 
Brown's pictures 16, 38, 77, 1694-96. 
Cosmos pictures 1220, 2006. 

Perry pictures 25-30. 
Maulsby, D. L. Whittier’s New ey 


New England Magazine, v. 22, p. 1- 
(Aug. 1900). Fully illustrated. 
Penfield. R. C. In Whittier’s country. Har- 


per’'s Weekly, v. 45, p. T97 (Aug. 10, 1901). 
Illustrated. 

Stedman, E. C. The Whittier home associa- 
tion. Independent, v. 54, p. 1231-3 (May 
22, 1902). Illustrated. 

Reading lists. Bardéen. Author's birth- 
days. First series. 

Hodgkins. Guide to the study of 19th 

century authors. 
—— Kellogg. Author's birthdays, No. 2. 
Many good references to Whittier for the 
children’s room will be found through the In- 

dex to St. Nicholas. 





December 21. Forefathers’ Day. 

Brown’s pictures. See catalogue 
Plymouth and Pilgrim pictures. 

Cosmos pictures 1120-22, 1124, 2440. 

Perry pictures 1331-45. 

A bulletin illustrating the Landing of the 
Pilgrim Fathers is suitable for this day. 
An appropriate verse from Mrs. Hemans’ 
poem can accompany the bulletin. 


under 
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December 25. Christmas Day | 

llustrative material for Christmas bulletin 
work is so plenty that it is rather a question 
of choosing the best from the large amount 
available, than of hunting for pictures. In 
preparing for the Christmas display, the three 
distinct phases of the day should be kept in 
mind, that of the Christ child and the Madonna. 
of the ‘Santa Claus legend, and of the modern 
ways of celebration. Bulletins that give the 


Christian significance of the day should be 
displayed quite separately from those _ illus- 
trating iue other phases. Pictures may be 


gathered from the following sources, and it is 
wise to have a large collection for this holiday, 
not only ior selection in bulletin work. but for 
the use of patrons who wish all kinds of illus- 
trations for different purposes at this season. 


Brown’s _ pictures. See catalogue under 
— pictures, Madonnas, and life of 
irist. 


Cosmos pictures. See catalogue under Christ- 
mas series, Life of Christ, and Madonnas. 

Perry pictures, 212, 268, 288, 299, 329, 367-8, 
440, 620, 625. 633-5, 651, 674-6, 776-9, 
800-801, 820, 1020. 

The pictures listed in the three catalogues 
are for the most part copies of the same mas- 
terpieces, differing only in the style of repro- 
duction. 

The December numbers of the magazines 
year after year are gay in Christmas 
covers and rich in timely illustrations. Du- 
picate copies should be secured for clip- 
ping and the Christmas posters of the var- 
ious magazines are also desirable. 

Tne reading list that is posted with the 
Christmas bulletin should be brief, as an in- 
dex only of the fuller references that the li- 
brary has gathered on such topics as, The 
Nativity. Christmas customs in other lands, 
Toys and toy-makin'lg, Christmas cards, Christ- 
mas dinner, Christmas gifts, Christmas greens, 
Christmas plays, poems, songs, stories, ete. 
There is probabiy no holiday for which so many 
demands are made on the library as for Christ- 
mas, and the fore-handed librarian will have 
all resources available for ready use. The 
same plan should be followed that has already 
been described under Hallowe’en, see Wiscon- 
- Library Bulletin v. 3, p. 61 (July-August 

7). 


A collection of clippings concerning Christ- 
mas customs, games, ete., should be made as 
suggested for Hallowe’en. A_ collection of 
poems, clipped from magazines or other sources 
and mounted on single sheets for individual 
circulation will be found especially valuable 
for ‘‘pieces” in schools, Sunday schools, and 
home entertainments. It is worth while to 
manifold copies on the typewriter of the best 
known Christmas poems, mounting these also 
on single sheets. Such classics as ‘‘O little 
Town of Bethlehem” by Phillips Brooks; ‘God 
rest ye merry gentlemen”; “Birthday gift’? by 
Christina Rossetti; “Visit from St, Nicholas” 
by ¢. C. Moore, can thus be made available for 
many children. 

Some of the snecial publications that have 
been issued for the Christmastide though not 
always edited with discrimination, will be 
found useful in every library. Most of these 
publications are in paper covers, and if dupli- 
cate copies are purchased, the best selections 
ean be cut out, mounted, and added to the col- 
lection of clippings. A complete copy should 
also be kept for the shelves. 

Christmas plays are always in demand, and 
a few of these are listed also, for all kinds of 
material can be used in a library to meet the 
many requests for Christmas celebrations. 

Christmas entertainments. FE. L. Kellogg 

& Co. (Sold to A. S. Barnes.) 25c. 
Guptil, E. F. Christmas budget. March 
Bros. 25c. 
In Santa Claus land. March. 25c. 
Hadley, L. M. At the court of King 
Winter. Kellogg (Barnes). 15c. 
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How to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christ- 


mas. Keilogg (Barnes). 25ce. 
Humboldt, A. Twentieth century Christ- 
mas exercises. March. 15c. 
MecNanugiit, R. L. Christmas selections. 
Penn Tub. Co. 30c. 
Rice, S. S. Holiday selections. Penn. 30c. 
Schell, S. Werner’s Christmas books. 
Werner. 75c. 
Shoemaker, C. G. Holiday entertainments. 
Tenn. 30c. 


Special Christmas lists, useful to check in 
making a list of the resources of one’s own li- 
brary, and o‘ten for suggestions in buying, 
havé been published as follows: 


L. A. Booklist, Nov. 1905 (v. 1, no. 7, 
p. 111-23). 

Cambridge (Mass). Public Library Bulletin, 
Dec. 1904 


Chicago Public Library. 
2 (Nov. 1903). 
Christmas ‘p. 9-41. 
Cincinnati Public Library Reading List, 
No. 10 (with selected poems) Dec. 1904. 

Cleveland Public Library. Special reading 
list, Christmas; 2d ed. rev. and enl. pub- 
lished by H. W. Wilson Co., Minneapolis, 
in School Holiday Series, 10c. 

Los Angeles (Cal.) Public Library Monthly 
Builetin, Dee. 1901. 

McCurdy’s Bibliography of Articles relating 
to Holidays, which has been given for all 
the holidays of the year, ends with an 
excellent reference list for Christmas. 

Pasadena (Cal.) Public Library Monthly 
Bulletin, Dec. 1902, and Dec. 1904. 

Pratt Institute Free Library Co-operative 
Bulletin, Dec. 1904. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Public Library Magazine, 
Dee. 1897. 

Public Library Bulletin, Dec. 1904, 
and Dec. 1906. 

Salem (Mass.) Public Library Bulletin, Dee. 


Special Bulletin No. 





1897. 

Seattle (Wash.) Public Library Bulletin, 
Dee. 1905. 

Wilkes-Barré (Pa.) Osterhout Free Library 
Bulletin, Dee. 1902. 

December 29. William Ewart Gladstone 

Portraits. Brown’s picture 14. 
Bookman, v. 19, p. 13 (March 1904). 
Chautauquan, v. 27, p. 338 (July 1898) 

and v. 44, p. 244 (Oct. 1906). 
Harper's Magazine, v. 102, p. 402 (Feb. 
1901). 
Outlook, v. 66, p. 327 (Oct. 6, 1900). 
Putnam, v. 1, p. 577 (Feb. 1907). 
Stead, W. T. William E. Gladstone. Re- 
view of Reviews, v. 9, p. 417-22 (April 
1894). This number contains portraits 
of Gladstone and a picture of Hawarden 
castle. « 
Story, J. C. St. Deiniol’s library, Hawarden. 
Lamp, v. 27, p. 103-9 (Sept. 1903). Il- 
lustrated. 
Reading lists. Fitchburg (Mass.) Public Li- 
brary Bulletin, Nov. 1898. 
Omaha (Neb.) Public Library Bulle- 
tin, May 1898. 
Providence (R. I.) Public Library Bul- 
letin, May 1898. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Public Library Maga- 
zine, July 1898. 

SEASONABLE TOPICS 


A bulletin posted for each month of the year 
will make a pleasant variation. 

One can easily be made for December from 
the illustration and poem_by Sara Andrews 
Shafer in the Outlook, v. 78, p. 845 (Dec. 3, 
1904). Each magazine number of the Outlook 
for 1904 cortained a poem on the month by 
Mrs. Shefer, accompanied by a good illustra- 
tion, and these would make effective yet simple 
bulletins for each month. Other poems suit- 
able for the different months and seasons may 
be found in Stevenson’s Days and Deeds. 

(Concluded) 
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FOX RIVER VALLEY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


TENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


Mrs. Harriet Price Sawyer, of the Free Library Commission, Madison 


One of the most important meetings 
of. the Fox River Valley Library Associa- 
tion was held at Ripon on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, October 15-16, with represent- 
atives in attendance from 25 libraries of 
Wisconsin, five members of the State Li- 
brary Commission, and the assistant li- 
brarian of the Royal Library of Stock- 
holm, Sweden, Miss Valfrid Palmgren, 
who was made the guest of the Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. E. L. Luther, superintendent of the 
public schools of Ripon, welcomed the li- 
brarians and the response was given in be- 
half of the Association by the president, 
Miss Elizabeth Smith of De Pere. 


The discussion on Co-operation Between 
the College and Public was opened by 
Prof. O. J. Marston of Ripon College, who 
said that all institutions should stand 
shoulder to shoulder in educational move- 
ments and co-operate at all points possible. 
The student body brings money into a 
town; a college community of medium 
size spends from $70,000 to $75,000 a year; 
and the most valuable asset cannot be 
computed in dollars and cents, that is giv- 
ing the children of the town a chance to 
go to college. The demands on college 
funds for equipment are large along every 
line and the aid given by the public li- 
brary meets an actual want. The ques- 
tion will arise, Are the books demanded 
by the student suitable for other readers? 
Reading simply to kill time is not a sane 
object, and the college might cooperate 
with the clubs of the town, in a course of 
popular lectures which would arouse in- 
terest in new lines.of reading, both edu- 
cational and entertaining. 

Miss Zelia Smith of Lawrence Univer- 
sity suggested that a list of the Poole sets 
in each library in the town be exchanged 
to facilitate reference work, and alsc that 
any reference lists on a subject of interest 
to the college student be kept on file in 
both libraries. 

Miss Dwight of Appleton mentioned as 
the first method of cooperation, the teach- 
ing of students how to use a library while 
they were in the high school. The pub- 
lic library at Appleton keeps reserved books 
for college students as well as for high 
school pupils, and if time enough is given 
for preparation, bibliographies on  sub- 
jects wanted by the college professors are 
made out and posted in both libraries. 
The college should purchase books along 


technical lines, ancient, mediaeval and 
European history. On the other hand, the 
town library should build up the classes 
in biography, travel and American history. 
Books for the study of literature may be 
duplicated, but the college can leave the 
purchase of fiction largely to the public 
library. One very practical plan is the 
filing of duplicate author cards at the col- 
lege, for the use of the instructors and 
students, thus giving them the information 
whether certain books are available for 
reference use. 

Miss Palmgren of Stockholm gave a 
short talk on libraries in Sweden where 
the public library movement is in its in- 
fancy, although some of its libraries date 
back hundreds of years. The Royal Li- 
brary is a depository library and, upon re- 
quest, receives one copy of everything (not 
books alone) printed in Sweden. A union 
catalogue of the books in the Royal and 
university libraries is a great convenience 
to the student and investigator, but the 
books do not circulate as freely as in this 
country. On the other hand, the high 
school libraries, containing mostly valuable 
old books and manuscripts which came 
into their possession from the monasteries 
about four hundred years ago, circulate 
their treasures with very few restrictions. 
Miss Palmgren spoke of the enthusiasm 
which she has found. among library work- 
ers in the United States and congratulated 
us upon the freedom with which it is pos- 
sible to work out problems in a country 
which is unhampered by old customs and 
traditions. 

Miss Durlin of Oshkosh, in a talk on 
Art Collections in the Library, advised the 
purchase of copies of the masterpieces of 
art; that they be carefully mounted and 
accompanied by a biographical sketch of 
the artist. he cheapest way to obtain 
such pictures is to buy Masters in Art 
published by Bates & Guild, Boston. Each 
number is devoted to a single artist and 
contains ten reproductions of his best 
work; price per number, 20 cents. Besides 
the biographical sketch, there should be a 
description of the picture itself accompany- 
ing the reproduction. 

Professor Barber of Ripon College, 
speaking of a science collection for the li- 
brary, advocated the formation of a mu- 
seum as a means of interesting children in 
books. Educational exhibits are also val- 
uable aids and should be well advertised. 
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The address of the evening was given in 
the chapel of Ripon College by President 
Hughes who paid a high tribute to li- 
brarians in saying that few institutions 
have kept abreast of their work as well 
as the library movement. The present 
tendency in education is to promote indi- 
viduality and the pace should not be set 
by the speed of the slowest runner; nor 
the curriculum planned for one’ type of 
development. The library should give a 
chance for the individual to find inspira- 
tion along his chosen line of work and 
therefore should be careful to furnish 
books relating to the industries of the 
town, as well as those for the student and 
club woman. 

A delightful social hour followed at the 
library, where a reception was given to 
the visitors and their friends. 

Wednesday morning’s programme opened 
with a general discussion of the topic The 
library, and Sunday and Holiday Open- 
ing. It seems necessary in some places to 
open the building on Sunday, but no refer- 
ence work should be done and books are 
not circulated except in rare instances. 
Attendance on holidays is so small that the 
library may as well be closed. 

The problem of lighting and switch- 
boards brought out the criticism that dim 
lighting of the library is inhospitable, and 
that economy should be practiced in some 
other direction. As to the placing of the 
switchboard, there seemed to he a variety 
of opinion, but if it is placed at the desk, 
there should be a hall light on a separate 
switch for the convenience of the janitor. 

Miss Hazeltine gave some practical sug- 
gestions on Inter-library Loans of Indi- 
vidual Books, which might be carried on 
between libraries, especially between those 
in the same locality. The book needed for 
club work might possibly be borrowed 
from some private library when time did 
not permit sending out of town for it. 


Miss Martin of Green Bay gave a very 
entertaining description of personal ex- 
periences in her paper on The Duties of a 
Janitor, and there seemed to be no dissent- 
ing voice to the statement that the duties 
depended largely upon the amount of 1n- 
telligence of the person holding that posi- 
tion. 

One of the subjects on the programme 
was The Book-agent Versus the Economic 
Buying of Sets and Reference Books. Mr. 
Legler prefaced his remarks by saying that 
a meeting for the discussion of this topic 
should consist mainly of trustees, for very 
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often the members of the Board are visited 
by the book agent and pledged to buy a 
set of books before the librarian knows 
anything about it. A large library may 
possibly afford to purchase these sets, but 
not the small library where the funds must 
be expended with the utmost care. It is a 
mistake to put in long sets by any author, 
for even in the case of standard novelists 
there are always some volumes that never 
circulate. The publisher gets up expensive 
editions and counts on a certain number 
of unintelligent buyers. “Sold only by 
subscription” is misleading and the library 
can afford to wait six months or a year, 
for after that time has elapsed, the books 
may be purchased for half price or less, 
and in perfect condition, very often in the 
original wrappers. The books are called 
second-hand, but this is no objection for 
they are second-hand only to the extent of 
having passed through another hand. 


Mr. Witherby’s excellent address on The 
Relation of the Librarian to the Bookseller 
will be published at length in Public Li- 
braries. 

Miss Stearns gave a short historical ac- 
count of the American Library Association 
and urged the attendance of those present 
at its next meeting to be held at Lake 
Minnetonka near Minneapolis in June, 
1908. The A. L. A. seldom meets in the 
Middle West, and this is a fine opportunity 
for the librarians of Wisconsin to attend. 
It was also suggested that the trustees be 
urged to attend. 

Papers by Miss Pleasants, Miss Mac- 
pherson and Miss Hopkins are given at 
length elsewhere in the columns of the 
BULLETIN. 

A very pleasant incident was the voting 
to make Miss Palmgren the guest of the 
Association and her very graceful speech 
in reply to the honor conferred. 

Special mention should be made of the 
musical features of the programme, which 
added very materially to the pleasure of 
the convention. 

The Committee on Nominations brought 
in the names of Judge S. D. Hastings, 
Green Bay, President; Miss Carrie Morgan, 
Appleton, Vice-President; Miss Deborah 
Martin, Green Bay, Secretary; and Miss 
Margaret Biegert, Berlin. Treasurer. The 
secretary was empowered to cast a ballot 
for these candidates, making their elec- 
tion unanimous. 

The next convention of The Fox River 
Valley Library Association will be held at 
Green Bay in October, 1908. 
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THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The second year of the school opened 
on September 26th, with an entering class 
of nineteen students, selected as a result 
of the competitive examination held in 
June. 

A pleasant incident of the first day was 
a letter of greeting and good fellowship 
sent by the Class of 1907 to the Class of 
1908. Red flowers (cardinal being the 
school color) accompanied the letter and 
made the school and lecture rooms bright 
for the opening days. The thoughtful- 
ness of 1907 was greatly appreciated by 
the new students. 

The register of the Class of 1908 is as 
follows: 


Emilida Baensch, Manitowoc, Wis., graduate 
Manitowoe High School; two years Milwau- 
kee-Downer College. Summer Session of the 
Wisconsin Library School, 1906; two years 
assistant Manitowoe Public Library. 

Julia Attie Baker, Stillman Valley, Ill. 

Theodora Root Brewitt (Jrs.), Spokane, 
Wash., graduate Spokane High School; one 
year National Park Seminary, Forest Glen, 


Lucile Mary Cully, Kewanee, IIl., graduate Ke- 
wanee High School: 6 months apprentice 
Kewanee Public Library. 

Marguerite Cunningham, Milwaukee, Wis., 
graduate Princeton (Ill.) High School; one 
year Woman’s College of Baltimore: one 
semester Milwaukee-Downer College. 

Winnie Violet Foster, Rhinelander, Wis., gradu- 
ate Rhinelander High School; eighteen 
months assistant Rhinelander sublic Library. 

Helen Harwood, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, graduate 
Cedar Rapids High Schoo’; one year ap- 
prentice Cedar Rapids Publie Library. 

Madalene §S. Hillis, Omaha, Neb., graduate 
Omaha High School, with postgraduate work ; 
two years assistant Omaha Public Library. 

Ida Maud Hyslop, Hudson, Wis., graduate Hud- 
son High School; one year Winona ( Minn.) 
State Normai School. 


Esther Johnston, Logansport, Ind., graduate 
Logansport Hi'gh School. 
Clara Alice Lea, Madison, Wis., B. A. Univer- 


sity of Wisconsin. : 

Nellie Ada Loomis, Columbus, Wis., graduate 
Columbus High School; one and a half years 
Ripon College; three years substitute Co- 
lumbus Public Library. 

Mary Katherine Ray, Kearney, Neb., graduate 
Kearney High School; Iowa Summer School 
for Library training, 1905; three years li- 
brarian Kearney Public Library. 

Jennie Sophia Schauers, Oconto, Wis., graduate 
Oconto High School; Summer School of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission, 1905:; four 
years assistant Oconto Public Library. 

Mary Frances Sheriff, Helena, Mont., graduate 
Helena High School: Summer School of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission. 1904; four 
years assistant Helena Public Library. 

Vera Sieg, Marshalltown, Iowa, graduate Mar- 
shalltown High School; three years assist- 
ant Marshalltown Public Library. 

Gladys May Tallett, Marshalltown, Iowa, 
graduate Marshalltown High School; two 
years assistant Marshalltown Public Library. 

Ellen Isabel True, Omaha, Neb., graduate 
Omaha High School; three years "University 
of Nebraska. 

Helen Turvill, Madison, Wis., B. A. University 
of Wisconsin. 


Mrs. Grace Rathbone Darling, who did 


part of the work of the first semester 
with the class of 1907, has returned to 
complete the course. Miss Zelma Kaiser, 
under appointment as reference librarian 
of the Public Library, Duluth, Minn., i 
taking the reference course in the Li- 
brary School, and history and literature 
in the University for the first semester. 

A summary of the list shows: 8 from 
Wisconsin, 3 each from Iowa and Ne- 
braska, 2 from Illinois, 1 each from 
Indiana, Montana and Washington. There 
are 2 university graduates and 4 have 
from I to 3 years university or college 
training; 12 are high school graduates, 
and 9 of these come with from I to 4 
years’ experience in library work, and 4 
with previous library training. As one of 
the entrance requirements, all who had no 
previous library experience, gave at least 
one month’s apprenticeship in an accredited 
library before the school opened, and alt 
the class come with the ability to use the 
typewriter, as a special entrance require- 
ment. 


SHORT COURSE 


It has been decided to transfer the time 
of the Summer Session of the school 
from July and August to the opening 
weeks of the regular session, and here- 
after, a Short Course will be conducted 
for eight weeks in the fall. The course 
of study will be the same as that offered 
in the usual summer session; some of the 
work will run parallel with the regular 
school, otherwise separate classes will be 
held for those taking the short course. 
The entrance requirements for this course 
are kept strictly to the standard of those 
holding library positions, and who can not 
leave them for the full training of a year’s 
study. Those registered for the short 
course this year are as follows: 

Hattie J. Boyd (Mrs.), librarian, Public Li- 


brary, Evansville, Wis 


Orrena Louise Evans, apprentice, Legislative 


Reference Library, Madison, Wis. 

Clara Abigail Glenn, librarian, . ublic Library, 
Viroqua, Wis. 

Eva Christine Greisen, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Sturgeon Bay, Wis. 

Emma May Nowlan, librarian, Carnegie LIi- 
brary, Hastings, Neb. 

Grace Prescott, librarian, Public Library, Ply- 
mouth, Wis. 


CLASS NOTES—I907 


Miss Mary E. Bechaud, who has as- 
sisted in the cataloguing of the Madison 
Public Library, since the close of the 
school in June, has been engaged to act 
as substitute in the Viroqua (Wis.), pub- 
lic library, while the librarian attends the 
Short Course offered by the school. 
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Miss Ruth Colville has accepted the po- 
sition of cataloguer in the Racine (Wis.), 
public library, and begins her work Oct. 1. 

Miss Mary Colville, special student, has 
been appointed children’s librarian of the 
Racine public library. 

Miss Lydia E. Kinsley has been ap- 
pointed assistant librarian of the Normal 
School Library at Warrensburg, Mo. 

Miss Lola M. B. Green who served as 
substitute in the library of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers in New York 
City during the summer, has accepted a 
permanent position in that library. 

Miss Margaret B. Reynolds acted as 
substitute for six weeks in the La Crosse 
(Wis.), public library. 

Miss Harriet W. Sewall has resigned 
her position as assistant in the Minnesota 
Library Commission to accept a position 
on the cataloguing staff of the Library of 
the Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
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ton. Miss Sewall won this position in a 
civil service examination. 

Miss Anna DuPre Smith, who spent 
the summer in Europe, returned to under- 
take her duties as chi.dren’s librarian of 
the Madison public library, as successor 
to Miss Hannah C. Ellis, who resigned to- 
assume charge of the children’s library in 
the Lawrenceville Branch of the Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh. 

Miss Ella V. Ryan has a position with 
the National Tax Association at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Miss Josephine A. Voss is teaching in. 
the graded schools of Watertown, Wis. 
During the summer she worked in the 
High School Library. 

Miss Marion Wakely is assisting in the 
organization of the Public Library at Ke- 
wanee, Illinois. 

Miss Myrtle E. Sette is assisting in the 
recataloguing of the Madison public li- 
brary. 


BOOKS FOR THE PLAY GROUND 


Mary E. Dousman, Chief of Children’s Department, Milwaukee Public Library 


An interesting experiment in extension 
work was undertaken during the summer 
by the Milwaukee Public Library. The 
plan of placing libraries in the parks has 
been considered for some time, but lack 
of funds has made the establishment of 
them impracticable until this summer. 

The ground was looked over by the li- 
brarians and it was decided to open only 
one library this year, and to place that in 
a park situated in the extreme southern 
limits of the city in a district occupied 
almost entirely by Polish people. The 
ward in which the park is located is the 
most densely populated in the city. Many 
of the adults do not speak, read, nor write 
English, while most of the children at- 
tend the parochial schools where the na- 
tive tongue is spoken almost exclusively. 
Two of the leading parish schools have 
each an enrollment of over a thousand 
children. The libraries in the schools are 
most inadequate and the resources of the 
library have never been drawn upon to 
supplement the collections—hence the de- 
sire on the part of the librarian to arouse 
through the children an interest in the li- 
brary which might lead to the establish- 
ment of a permanent branch in the vicin- 
ity, or the introduction of library books 
into the schools through the school dupli- 
cate collection. 

So much for the situation. No difficulty 
was experienced in getting the consent of 


the Park Board to place the library. The 
editor of the Polish paper gave the project 
a good notice and the good will of the 
park policemen -and play ground officers 
was secured. 

The place selected for the library was 
at one end of the porch of a new pavilion 
erected this summer directly in front of 
the play ground. The wading pool lay at 
our feet, so to speak. It was a fine ad- 
junct to the library, as the duck-like pro- 
clivities of the children tended to keep 
both of their extremities clean. 

A good-sized closet served as a storage 
place for the books at night and a cozy 
corner for business was arranged at one 
end of the porch. This was made wind 
and weather proof by the use of canvas 
curtains on top and two sides. A railin 
on two sides, a few shelves, chairs an 
tables completed the equipment. 

As to the collection of books we used 
at first, for bait, most attractive picture- 
books and with them hooked most of our 
beginners. Children began to come in 
such numbers that at the end of the sec- 
ond week it was necessary to have another 
assistant. The children were rather back- 
ward in their reading, so the books selected 
were simple. Quite a number of Polish 
and German books for adults were included 
and these went like hot cakes. Mounted 
pictures were also circulated. 

The children signed the applications 
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under supervision and for the first weeks 
were given stamped, addressed envelopes 
to take home for the father’s signature. 
A printed circular in Polish was given 
each child which stated the purpose, rules 
and hours of the little library. The ap- 
plication cards were mailed to the library 
‘after the guarantor had signed them and 
the cards were brought back to the bor- 
rower next library day. In one case, 
stamps being gone, a boy was given two 
cents and a pen (he had none at home). 
The return of the application was looked 
for with some interest, but it came and 
the boy got his card. Fines were remitted 
‘and though some books were kept over 
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time no actual loss was sustained on ac- 
count of this liberal policy. 

The library was open three afternoons 
a week from 2 to 5:30 from July 1° to 
October. There were about 225 new bor- 
rowers and a circulation of 2487. 

The success of the experiment more 
than justified the extra work involved. 
With the work came also a wealth of new 
experience. The library has now been 
transferred to winter quarters at the Uni- 
versity Settlement, a short distance away, 
where the new constituency can be kept 
and administered to under the charge of 
the children’s librarian. 


PLACE OF THE LIBRARY IN THE SOCIAL LIFE OF A SMALL TOWN 
Miss Lucy L. Preasants, Librarian Menasha Public Library 


{Abridgment of a paper read at the Fox River Valley Library Association meeting, Ripon.] 


I am asked to speak on the place of the 
library in the social life of a small town, 
and it has set me to thinking upon the 
meaning of the word “social,” which has 
so long been associated with dismal 
church functions, pink teas and dinners, 
that it has been degraded from its original 
signification; but if, as Webster defines it, 
it means human association for pleasure 
and profit, then indeed the library should 
be the center of it all. It Should be the 
common meeting ground for the churches, 
for politics, and for all those factions 
which do not get on together well else- 
where. It should be the home for the 
literary clubs and the fairy godmother of 
the schools. It used to be thought that the 
mission of the library was directed es- 
pecially to the mind, but this I am inclined 
to question, because ‘its appeal to the 
higher mental faculties has been so 
thoroughly sugar-coated by sundry pleasant 
modern devices. The purely intellectual 
volumes, which have been bought out of 
respect for tradition, stand apologetically 
. upon the shelves, gathering dust from year 
to year. Some day, perhaps an enterpris- 
‘ing person may take Kant’s Critique of 
Pure Reason and publish it with an humor- 
ous commentary and delightful illustra- 
tions: then indeed it may compete with 
St. Elmo or challenge popularity with 
‘Beverly of Graustark. 

When we read of the dim silence and 
seclusion of the libraries of the past and 
smell, in fancy, the musty tomes which 
ventomb the wisdom of the ages, we rejoice 
that the librarv of to-day is a more glad- 
some thing. We rejoice that little chil- 
dren come to us for their earliest reading 
“books; that the girls come for suggestions 
for Hallowe’en and St. Valentine’s parties; 
the hostess, for her menu and quotations 


for dinner cards; the projector of tableaux 
and private theatricals for the play she 
needs and the plates for the costumes. 

If the library is not the center of the 
social life of the small town, something 
must be wrong with either the library or 
the town and the librarian should set her- 
self to work to find out what is the mat- 
ter. She cannot, of course, invite the 
frivolous to dances in the reading room, 
nor can she devote any of her alcoves 
to the uses of Bridge, but she can be re- 
sourceful and public-spirited. She cgn be 
hospitable to committees. She can repre- 
sent the library at social functions and 
make friends for it in many adroit ways. 
Moreover by reading and keeping an alert 
mind, she can acquire a number of ideas 
wh' th people will be glad to adopt. 

Tf I were to build a library, I would 
build one with a great many small rooms 
that were always bright and cosy. I 
should have one for the Boys’ club and 
one for the Women’s club; one for the 
storv hour and one for games on winter 
evenings; one for committees and one for 
conversation—not idle chatter and gossip 
but the kind which is said to be a lost 
art—the kind that Cowper was thinking 


of when he wrote: 

Sacred internreters of human thought, 

How few resnvect or use thee as they onght. 
Words learned by rote a parrot mav rehearse, 
But talkine is not always to converse. 


This higher sort of conversation it 
should be the librarian’s mission to en- 
courage and promote, instead of standing 
ever like a statue of silence with her 
finger on her lips. 

If the library lets itself down to some 
of its patrons, it fails in its mission of 
drawing them upward: if it is too formal 
and correct, it may frighten some timid 
Miss Muffet away. 
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A CONVERSATION ROOM, OR A STUDY ALCOVE 


Mauve R. MacpHerson, Librarian Watertown Public Library 


When plans were being made for the 
erection of the Watertown building— 
which was but recently dedicated—there 
was a difference of opinion between the 
architect and the librarian as to the use 
of a small space to the left of the main 
reading and reference room. 

It was the wish of the architect to have 
this as part of the main reading room, 
with no partition between. 

The librarian wished to have it a sep- 
arate room, and this was the final .arrange- 
ment in the plans. 

I had in mind the use of the room for 
debaters and students where they might 
have an opportunity to discuss their work 
without feeling that they were disturbing 
the readers in the main reading room. A 
small amount of shelving was placed in 
the room, where the reference material 
might remain on those shelves for their 
special use and consultation, for several 
weeks at a time. This obviated the neces- 
sity of littering up the tables and shelv- 
ing of the main room and it was not as 
likely to be misappropriated by indifferent 
readers, thus necessitating the constantly 
looking up of this material. I also con- 
tended that this room might very well 
serve as a place for the librarian to direct 
the garrulous woman who insists upon 
talking always, and resents the mild inter- 
ference of the librarian. 

This led the architect to naming it “con- 
versation room” on the plans and specifica- 
tions, but I assure you it is a misnomer 
and we prefer to have this small space 
called a study alcove. The average small 
library, for lack of space, cannot afford 
to reserve a room for “talkers only,” nor 
is it to my mind a wise thing even though 
space might permit. 

There are but two classes of people 
whom we find it necessary to favor as re- 
gards conversational privileges in the li- 
brary—the debater, and the matron. As to 
the former, we are anxious that he should 
have an opportunity to discuss topics with 
his fellow debaters. This may be im- 
practicable in the main reading room, but 
can readily be allowed in the study alcove. 

I think it is found to be the case in all 
libraries that the women are the ones who 
insist upon visiting in the library and al- 


most always resent being spoken to, no 
matter how courteously the expostulation 
may come. This alcove may sometimes 
prove a haven to the librarian, where she 
may direct such people without incurring 
their displeasure, 

As far as children, school girls and boys 
are concerned, and with the majority of 
grown-ups I think it very impractical to 
attempt to secure quiet in any other way, 
than by courteously asking for it, and by 
not allowing them to feel that any por- 
tion of the building is specially set aside 
for converse. Advertising a room for 
conversational privileges should be care- 
fully avoided. Sometimes it might be 
thought that the entire library was a con- 
versation room, as in this respect we are 
not very rigid. The children should feel, 
after their day’s work and discipline in 
school that they may come to their room 
in the library for the pleasure and recrea- 
tion that may be found there, and as long 
as they do not become too boisterous, 
they may visit to their heart’s content. 

It has been our experience that consid- 
erable of the conversation goes on at the 
loan desk, where the joys and sorrows of 
many of our borrowers are poured out— 
in no whispered tones—to the desk attend- 
ant, who hastens in a quiet tone of voice 
to assure the customer of her deep sym- 
pathy and interest. A conversation room 
for such people is of little avail, for it 
only lasts while the books are being 
charged and discharged. They leave the 
library grateful for the interest and kind- 
ness exhibited by the librarian and I 
doubt very much whether they have dis- 
turbed any reader. 

We welcome everyone and try to have 
them feel that the old order of things is 
done away with, and that if they attempt 
to speak, the librarian and attendants are 
not going to look horrified or make them 
feel that they have committed an unpardon- 
able offense and so are less inclined to 
frequent the nbrary. In this we have in 
mind the business and working men es- 
pecially, of whom quite a number of late 
have found the library a convenient place 
-. drop in and discuss their business af- 
airs. 








"386 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


[October, 1907 


EVERY-DAY PROBLEMS 


HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PUZZLED LIBRARIAN—NOTES AND QUERIES 


30. In the August number of the Wis- 
-consin Library Bulletin, I saw a paragraph 
on “Unit Poems,” and a place where they 
might be purchased. I am wondering if 
a little plan of ours would be useful to 
other small libraries. 

We bought a set of the “100 choice se- 
lections” in paper covers because that is 
indexed in Granger’s Index to Poetry, had 
the backs cut off at a bindery, stamped each 
sheet as the Library’s property and then 
slipped each volume into a manilla envel- 
ope, with the table of contents in the front. 
Superfluous pages at the front and back 
of each volume were discarded. On the 
envelope was marked the title and number. 
These envelopes were filed on a shelf, 
with blank envelopes near to be used in 
circulating the poems. By this plan any 
selection can be lent, yet the rest of the 
volume is available for another borrower. 
An envelope lent to protect any selection 
borrowed, is stamped with date due. A 
temporary book-card is made out giving 
“too Choice Selections,” No— pp., Title 
of selection, reader’s number and date due. 
The selection is filed carefully in place 
upon its return, and the envelope may be 
used another time. In paper these vol- 
umes cost but 37 cents apiece, against $1.00 
for the 100 of the best Poems mentioned. 


But of course the selection could be more ° 


careful from the Unit Poems. 


FRANCES RATHBONE. 
East Orange, N. J. 
Sept. 14, 1907. 


A CUTTING BOARD FOR PICTURES 


31. Will you please recommend a cut- 
ting board? We find that tt takes so 
much time to measure pictures and mounts 
by ordinary methods. ‘ 

A satisfactory trimming board 13x14 
inches costs $3., and may be ordered 
through a local hardware dealer or sta- 
tioner. If this is too expensive, a good 
substitute will be a carpenter’s square and 
a sharp knife. Use a pine board for a 
foundation for cutting if the square and 
knife are used. 

H. P. Ss. 





RINGS FOR NEWSPAPER FILES 


32. Where can I obtain rubber rings for 
our newspaper holders? 

The Library Bureau advertises rubber 
Tings at 50 cents per doz. for the Athenzem 


file (a center stick, around which are ar- 
ranged seven smaller sticks) and 3 cents 
each for the rubber rings for the At- 
water file (two sticks held together by 
strong rubber rings). Address Library 
Bureau, 156 Wabash Ave., Chicago, III. 
HARRIET PRICE SAWYER 





STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 


33. Many of the inquiries from the 
women’s and debating clubs of the state 
relative to Wisconsin history, regularly 
received bv the State Historical Librarv. 
would seem to indicate either that some of 
the nublic libraries of Wisconsin are not 
receiving the publications of the State 
Historical Society, or that the librarians 
do not keep informed as to the scope of 
these important publications, which often 
furnish exactly the information sought. 
Any Wisconsin librarian whose file of the 
biennial Historical Collections or of the 
annual Proceedings of the Society, is not 
complete (there have been seventeen vol- 
umes of Collections published, and Pro- 
ceedings can usually be obtained for the 
ten vears last past), ought at once to 
place herself in correspondence with Dr. 
Thwaites, the secretary, who will be glad 
to do anvthing in his power to fill the 
gans as soon as possible—of course with- 
out charre; for, as is doubtless well 
known, the Soriety’s publications are free 
to those libraries of tne state that are 
willing to take the trouble of asking for 
them. 





ORDERING LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CARDS 


34. Pléase explain how to order Library 
of Conaress cards. ; 

Mr. W. W. Bishop of Princeton Uni- 
versitv Librarv summarizes the necessary 
procedure as follows: 


1. Send to the Librarian of Congress for a 
copy of the Handbook of Card Distribu- 
— Study this thoroughly, especially p. 


. Always try to order by Serial Number. You 
ean get this from A. L. A. Book list, the 
A. L A. Catalog (Dictionary part), and 
the lists published by the League of Li- 
brary Commissions. 

. Alwavs send in orders on slips the size of a 
catalog card, one slip for each order. Do 
not use sheets. 

4. Put the serial number in the center of the 

slins and the name of your library at the 

hottom. Indicate the number of cards 
you wish thus: 3-18506/4, meaning that 

ven wish 4 copies of card No. 3-18506. 

Where you do not know how many cards 


to 


i) 
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are needed, follow the order scheme given 
in Bulletin No. 12, published by the Card 
Distribution Section of the Library of 
Congress. 

. When you can’t find the serial number, write 
the author’s name (in full where known) 
at the top of the card, the title below it, 
and the number of cards wanted in the 
upper right corner. Put the name of 
your library at the bottom of the card. 

6. Slips should be arranged in the order of 
the serial numbers, or alphabetically when 
you order by author and title. An extra 
charge is made if you do not do this. 

. Mail the orders in envelopes on which you 
have pasted a “frank’’ sent by the Li- 
brary of Congress. Thus postage costs 
you nothing. 

8. Make a deposit of $1.00 with the Card Dis- 
tribution Section before you begin to or- 
der. They will notify you when it is ex- 
hausted, and then you send another de- 


a 


be | 
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posit, ete. This is a necessary prelimin- 
ary step. 


W. W. BisHop. 





WHITE INK 


35. How shall I order the white ink for 
labeling ? 

The best way is through a local drug- 
gist, but if you order from Davids direct, 
according to the address given on page 
34 of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, 
March-April 1907, be sure to specify the 
exact amount wanted. One librarian or- 
dered 2 bottles of ink from Davids and re- 
ceived 2 half-pints of ink, which was more 
than she could use, 

H. P. S. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


NEWS AND NOTES CONCERNING WISCONSIN LIBRARIES 


LIBRARIANS 


Elvis. Miss Emma Elvis has resigned 
as librarian at Medford, to attend the 
State University. 


Glasier. Gilson G. Glasier has been re- 
appointed librarian of the State Law Li- 
brary, and William H. Orvis assistant. 

Glennon. Miss Margaret Glennon has 
been appointed assistant librarian at Stev- 
ens Point in place of Miss Georgia Olin, 
resigned. 

Ingham. Rev. S. W. Ingham has been 
elected librarian at Medford. 

Listman. Miss Jennie Listman has re- 
signed the position of assistant librarian 
at Superior. 

Porter. Miss Margaret Porter has been 
elected assistant librarian of the Superior 
Public Library. 

Scholes. Miss Nellie Scholes of Ripon 
is serving as librarian at Platteville during 
the absence of Miss Guernsey. 

Van Valkenburgh. Miss Agnes Van 
Valkenburgh of Milwaukee is chairman 
of the Cataloging Section of the American 
Library Association. 

Watts. Miss Nettie Watts has been ap- 
pointed assistant in the Manitowoc Public 
Library to succeed Miss Lida Baensch, who 
resigned to attend the Wisconsin Library 
School. 

NOTES 


Antigo. An effort is being made to 
have the county board appropriate a sum 
sufficient to secure library privileges for 
the people of the rural districts. 

Boscobel. A library social was recently 
given for the benefit of the library that is 
to be established this winter. 


Delafield. 1n response to a petition that 
was circulated, the town chairman has ap- 
pointed a library board. 


Delavan. The Common Council has 
made an initial appropriation of $1,500 for 
the running expenses of the library to be 
completed this winter. 

Fort Atkinson. An entertainment and 
lecture course is being conducted for the 
benefit of the library. 

The library has been moved back into 
its former quarters which have been en- 
larged. 


Grand Rapids. ‘The grounds about the 
library have been transformed into a park 
through the volunteer labor provided by 
local citizens. 

Green Bay. The Rev. Father Ricklin 
has given the library a collection of rare 
engravings. 

Hartford. The library has outgrown its 
quarters in the city hall and arrangements 
will be made for enlargement. 

Jefferson. A free library has _ been 
opened under the auspices of the business 
men and the local Woman’s club, the mem- 
bers of the latter acting as volunteer li- 
brarians. 


Kenosha. The new children’s room was 
opened on Saturday, September 14. It 
occupies the former quarters of a club 
room. 

Kewaunee. V. Mashek, a resident, be- 
queathed $200 to the local library. 


La Crosse. Plans are being prepared by 
local architects for an addition to the li- 
brary building to accommodate the rapidly 
increasing patronage. The stack-room, 
reading and reference-rooms will be in- 
creased in size and quarters added for an 





88 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


historical museum. The sum of $25,000 
has been pledged for the erection of the 
addition. 

Ladysmith. Plans are being made for 
the dedication of the new Carnegie build- 
ing. The county training school will oc- 
cupy quarters in the basement. 

Manitowoc. The public library has re- 
ceived a copy of the fourth annual report 
of the Yamaguchi Public Library of 
Japan. The report is printed in English 
and Japanese. The library system includes 
three departments—reference, circulating, 
and traveling libraries. There are 19,731 
‘volumes that were circulated 135,885 times. 

Menasha. Mrs. P. V. Lawson has been 
appointed a member of the library board— 
the first woman to serve in that capacity 
at Menasha. 

Hallowe’en was pleasantly celebrated at 
the library with appropriate decorations of 
corn stalks and autumn foliage. Pop-cora 
was served as refreshment and a ghost 
story told in the director’s room by the 
light of the pumpkin lantern. 

Mosinee. A story hour has been inau- 
gurated for the youngest children. A girls’ 
club, for girls between the ages of 10 and 
14 years, has been started. A play is to be 
given for the book fund of the library. 

North Fond du Lac. The public library 
is to be moved from a bank building to 
the citv hall. 

Oconomowoc. The local library associa- 
tion has purchased the building in which 
the reading room is located. These qua:- 
ters adjoin the library building. 

Improvements are being made at the pub- 
lic library which will result in a much 
more convenient arrangement. New 
shelves are being added and a portion of 
the library room is to be made into a work 
room. 

Oconto. A club of girls has been organ- 
ized to study the heroines of history. 
Twenty-three girls are enrolled. A debat- 
ing club for boys has also been started. 

Forty little children listened to Hallow- 
e’en stories in the children’s room. The 
place was lighted only by the fireplace 
and Jack o’lanterns and decorated with 
posters of witches riding on broom-sticks, 
and black cats. 

Oshkosh. The library has been pre- 
sented with a fine oil painting of Mrs. 
Abbie Harris, one of the donors of the 
Oshkosh library building. 

Plymouth. The question of securing a 
Carnegie gift is being agitated 

Racine. The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians has pre- 
sented $200 worth of books to the local 1i- 
brary. Nearly all of them are by Catholic 
writers. The Knights of Columbus are 
working on a catalog of all the Cathouc 
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books in the library and will soon publish 
the same in pamphlet form. 

Rhinelander. A fine collection of col- 
ored photographs of Yellowstone Park 
has been loaned to the children’s room. 

The walls of the library have been re- 
decorated, the floors oiled and polished, 
and other improvements have been made. 

The reading of at least four library 
books during the school year is required in 
the public schools in the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. Since 
duplicate collections of books cannot he 
sent to the schools, carefully graded lists 
of books are put in the hands of teachers 
and pupils. The pupils give oral or writ- 
ten reports of the books read and the plan 
is meeting with good success. 

Series of pictures by well known artists, 
cut from Collier’s and other magazines, 
have been a feature in the decoration of 
the children’s room. Those by Jessie Wil- 
cox Smith were most enjoyed. These pic- 
tures are thumb-tacked to the cork carpet 
panels above the shelves. One picture to a 
panel gives the proper effect. 

Stoughton. Work on the new Carnegie 
building is progressing rapidly and it 1s 
hoped to open the library in a few weeks. 

Tomahawk. The Woman’s club is agi- 
tating the question of a public library. 

Waterloo. Vhe village board has given 
the local assocjation $100 for the purchase 
of books, 

A course of lectures will be given during 
the winter for the benefit of the library. 

A recent entertainment netted $60 for 
the library. 

Waupun. The lecture room, for which 
the late E. M. Beach left a special bequest 
of $1,000, is now completed. The wood 
work is in antique oak. Oak mouldings 
outline panels on the side walls. The pan- 
els are painted light brown. Above the 
panels the walls are painted in a lighter 
tint while the ceiling is still lighter in col- 
oring. The room is provided with a terra 
cotta fire place, window seats, table, and 
audience chairs. The electric light fixtures 
are of polished brass, of tasteful design. 

Wausau. Andrew Carnegie has given 
$4,000 in addition fo the original $25,000 


‘to complete the payments on the new 


building. The council has appropriated 
$2,900 a year. 

Over 400 geographical views have been 
mounted at the library for the use of the 
schools. 

Wausauree. The Social Hall has been 
remodeled, a separate stairway having been 
built for better access to the library quar- 
ters, 

West Allis. The Library Board has 
asked the Council for the use of a “little 
red school house” for library purposes. 








